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For hundreds of years, countries in Europe I

had been at war with one another. Each | Hﬁﬂ;ﬁﬂ“@ﬁ"‘mﬂ' -

nation wanted more power and more land, E _PH“”-:- i eﬂﬂﬁ&ﬁm e

which they hoped to take from the countries ! ii:tﬂiriﬂim -

around them. By the start of the 20th century, | ©  as suspicious of

most European nations ruled a handful of : - Germany's plans

other countries, known as an empire. E : ;ﬁnﬁ'“ﬂ;&m
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THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR L ._#Er

Before 1871, Germany was a group of small kingdoms.
The biggest of these was Prussia. In 1870, Prussia went to
war with France. When Prussia wan in 1871, if seized French

land and joined with other kingdoms to form the nation of ;'
Germany. The conflict left people in France hungry Far
revenge and determined to win back their land.
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BALKAN WARS
In 1912, Montenegro, Serbia, Greece and
Bulgaria fought the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire.
Then, in 1914, Bulgaria turned on its allies,
starling a second war. Bulgaria lost lots of
land, while Serbia nearly doubled in size.
Serbia's size frightened many countries.
It looked like another war might

be just around the corner...
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THE ARMS RACE
European nations feared that their rivals might try to
seize land from them, so they did their best to defend
themselves: they built bigger and better armies, with
the latest, most powerful weapons. Germany was
particularly jealous of Britain's navy. Between 1906
and 1914, Germany built 20 new battleships!
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ROYAL
FAMILIES

Most of the royal
families of Europe were
related Lo each other via
Queen Yictoria, who
ruled Britain until her
death in 1901, Thregé of
her grandchildren were:
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At the start of the war the two sides were;
MW THE ALLIES: the French Republic and
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E': Empire, the British Empire, the Russian

I:IHHA Empira, Balgium, Serbla and Montenegro
L The vea' UNITED P IMARNEISIEY ‘naiiic Soq (CEARNS
5 KINGDOM _ : M THE CENTRAL POWERS: the German

Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and
the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire

When the heir to the Austro-Hungarian ¢ . channe

throne was killed in 1914, it was just
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months before all of Europe was at i
ris=
war. Armies marched away, expecting e
a quick, glorious victory. Both sides Prsties
were sure the war would be over by FRANCE
Christmas. No one was - .
KEY
ready for the long,
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On 28 June 1914, Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne, visited Sarajevo
in Bosnia. There, he and his wife
were shot and killed by Gavrilo
Princip. who was part of a Serbian
terrorist group. The assassination
was the spark that led to war,

DEFENCE TREATIES

Several European countries were bound

to each other by defénce treaties. These
praomised that the countries invalved would
support each otherin the event of war,

Germany, Austria-Hungary and
Italy signed the Triple Alliance
in1882.

Russia, France and Britain
formed an alliance called
the Triple Entente in 1907,

The Schlieffen Plan

Germany had been
pmparinn for war for
years. In 1805, Count
Alfred von Schlieffen
made plans to attack
the countries he saw
as Germany's biggest
enemies: France and

Russia. He planned to o
s a 1
defeat France, then tumn beate G by a month: -,
a sty oot Feae

on Russia. By 1914, oo i woul redwaron |
Germany had an army of e comflict o aﬁlﬂr;'; g AugYS
over 4 million - it was ready (esiawonld i2® o s
to put its plan into action. O reis 0™ @russie ™% Teays
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A WAR ON
TWO FRONTS

By the time German troops
reached the French border, the
French army was waiting for
them. Meanwhile, the Russian
army was approaching from the
tast. bermany was now fighting
a war on two fronts: the
Westem Front (against France
and Belgium) and the Eastern
Front {against Russia).
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