Helping your children choose books they will love

I,_; (T ) Lovereading4kids.co.uk is a book website
1 created for parents and children to make
l'EElﬂlllg choosing books easy and fun

Opening extract from
Outback Outlaw

Written by
Chris Blake

Published by
HarperCollins Children’s Books

All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or lllustrator

Please print off and read at your leisure.

Levereading(] h!g|



Fira pohlished in Greot Brivoin by HarperColling Childree’s Booler in 2014
HarperCofing Chitdrerd Heolyr is o divisdon of HarperCollins Pubishas Led,
T7=R5 Fulhom Paloce Booad, Hammersmaith, London, W §]B.

The HarperCaollis webaite address is: www harpercallice couak

1
Texe © Hothonse Fiction Limited 2014
Musrraions © HorperCollics: Chilfeen'’s Bosls, 2004
Musiratices by Dymamso

[SEM 97 Bl 0 T 5l 00 1
Frinted and boand in England by Clogs Led, S [ves plc

Condimions of Sale
This bock & sold sabject 1o the conditbon that it shall nog, by way of rade
or otherwise, be lent, re=308d, hired cat or otherwise circulated withouwt the
publsbers prior consent in any form, hinding or cover other than that in which
it i published and withowr a similor condition including this conditgan being
imposed om the subsequent purchaser, All righas reserved.

{ 3 MIX
from
m:nm

E.EE FSC CO07454

P e a sneproda internacodal erganisanon eshlshed m promea:
the responsftle moma pement of dhe wrord s foresis. Products carrving the
FAC Labeel are incdependently comiffied a0 mspre conssmers tha they come

Frivm foress thay s managad womoe the sl economms: and
cenkagics] needs o :nﬂfurur:::nrr:l'rrn.
sad cther ceniralled sources.

Forud cnil e dbasul H:lrp-n"‘_'-l.llml arnd the erreironmesd 4l
wenw. hampercollins .coskigreen

Taxt copynght Hothausa Fiction Limead 2014,
Iustrations copyright HarperSoling Children's Baoks 2014, Courtesy of HarperCalins Publishens



CHAPTER 1

SHOWSTOPPER

Tom Sullivan pecked round the curtain
at the side of the stage. His school talent
show had just started and he was helping
out behind the scenes. On stage a girl from
Tom's class was singing a pop song — badly.
Beside Tom, Zuma put her hands over her
Crs.,

"Ouch!™ the Aztec slave girl complained.
“*She sounds like a howler monkey with a

sore tooth!™
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Tom grinned. In her feathered headdress
and blue skin paint, Zuma looked ready
to take to the stage herself. Chilli, the tny
Chihuahua dog in Zuma’s arms, yapped in
agreement. Tom had to be caretul not to
say anything in reply. The backstage area
was crammed with performers getting ready
for their turn in the spodight, but Tom was
the only person who could see Zuma and
Chilli.

*Watch out!” Tom told a group of
dancers called Break Quoke. “Someone
spilled a drink on the floor, It's slippery.”™ He
pointed to a small puddle on the floor and
pushed back the stage scenery, giving Break
Quake some space,

Zuma watched the dancers warm up.
Omnly a week had passed since Tom had

beaten an Aztec drum in his dad’s museum,
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accidentally freeing Zuma and Chill

from it. Since then, the three of them had
travelled through time looking for six golden
coins hidden by the fearsome rain god,
Tlaloc. So far, they had visited the Wild
West and Medieval Japan, and found two
of the coins, It they recovered all six, Zuma
would win back her freedom.

O stage, the singer took a bow and the
audience clapped. Tom pulled a rope and
the curtain came down, “OK. You're next,”
he told Break Quake. “Take your places.
Ten seconds.”

The dancers rushed past, jostling Mr
Jenkins the caretaker, who had arrived with
a mop and bucket to clean up the puddle,

Mr Braintree the drama teacher, walked
onit in front of the curtaan. “Next, we have

the amazing Break Quake dance group. Let's
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give them a very warm welcome,..”

The clapping grew louder. Some of the
audience began whistling and stamping
their feet, Backstage, Tom switched on the
music and tugged the rope to lift the curtain,
The dancers ran on stage and started their
routine,

“1 wish people could see me,” Zuma
said, tickling Chilli’s ears. “I've got heaps
of talent, 1 could have waon this competition
standing on my head.”

*(Oh yeah:” whispered Tom, our of the
side of his mouth. “How?" Zuma had been
brave and clever during their adventures,
bur she hadn’t shown Tom a special talent,

“For your information, I'm a fantastic
gymnast,” said Zuma “Watch this!™ She put
Chilli on the floor, took a step forward and

launched hesself 1nto a handstand.
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Right where the caretaker had just
mopped the floor.

Zuma squealed as her hand shipped on
the wet surface. She toppled into Tom,
whao stepped back imto Mr Jenking's bucket,
knocking it over and sending soapy water

Hooding out across the stage. Immediately,
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one of Break Quake skidded and crashed
mmto another doncer, Both of them landed on
top of a girl, who was spinning on her back
at the front of the stage. As the dancers shd
about, Mr Braintree rushed on stage to help,
only to lose his footing and go tumbling to

the Hoor. The performance was ruined.
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“(Oh noooo!” Tom moaned. As Mr
Braintree looked over towards him, the
teacher saw the overturned bucket at Tom's
feet. His eyes narrowed,

Behind Tom, Zuma had picked herself up,
a guilty expression on her tace. She grabbed
a rope and pulled on it. Everyone was staring
ar Tom in stunned silence, so no one notced
when the curtain seemed to come down on
15 OWT,

Mr Braintree stood up and wiped bubbles
from his eyes. Break Quake were slowly
getting back to their feet. All of them were
glaring ar Tom. They walked offstage
without a word.

“We'll talk about this later,” Mr Braintree
growled at Tom. “Right now, we've got a
show to save.” He disappeared in the same

direcoon as the dancers,
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Zuma looked at Tom and smmiled

nervously, “I'm... er... I'm sorry,” she soud.,
Tom picked up the bucket. “So, you're a
brilliant gymnast, are you?” he said glumly.
I forgot about the wet floor,” Zuma
mumbled. “I'm really sorry.”
Tom sighed. "At least things can’t get any
worse,” he smd.
At that moment, thunder rumbled across

the stage. A cloud appeared over Tom's

Taxt copynght Hothausa Fletian Limad 2014,
lusirations copyright HarperColing Children's Boots 2014, Courtesy of HarperCalins Publishens



head. A narrow rainstorm began to fall on
him like a spotlight. He groaned.

“I think you spoke oo soon,” said Zuma,

Together, they looked up. Rolling clouds
had blotted out the stage lighs. Tlaloc’s
face appeared in the clouds, his eyes bulging
angrily.

The rain god opened his mouth to speak,
revealing a line of sharp fangs. 1 see you are
shaking with fear, mortal,” he bellowed,

Trying not to show his fear, Tom stood up
scraight. “Actually, 'm laughing ar how silly
you look,” he replied.

Tlaloc snarled, “Soon you will be
quivering with terror,” he hissed between
clenched fangs. “You have been lucky so far,
but luck cannot last forever, You will never
hind the next gold coin. Zuma 15 doomed!”

A sparkling must rose up and a swirling
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wind blew across the staoge. Glancing at
Zuma, Tom saw she was holding Chilli
tightly. Tlaloc’s strange mist swirled round
him, and then the stage began to disappear as

thL‘H travelled thmugh the tunnels of ame.
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