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Jessica Cobb is my researcher. This means she does all the work on the book
while | jet off to the West Indies, drink delicious non-alcoholic cocktails full
of exotic fruit and pieces of coconut carved into the shape of hummingbirds,
dance till dawn to the sound of a thousand guitars and sleep till noon ina bed

the size of an Olympic swimming pool. Thanks, Jess

Sol Hobbs has known Nits all his life. When his family got her from the dogs”

home, they called her Jessie Tat, then when she came to our house we called

her Winnie. But Sol reminded us that her nickname had always been Nits, and
we've called her that ever since. This book's for you, Sol. Thanks, mate
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Hi! We're the Curiosity Crew. You'll probably spot us
hanging about in this book checking stuff out.

This is the story of how one tiny country ended up in charde
of most of the world ... and then lost it all again!

We'll tell you about spectacular naval battles, bonkers
inventions and big moustaches. Read on to find out ...




Aliens are heading for garth
to destroy GREAT BRITAIN . ...

See it now,
?
Splug ’ g NO} SP]Og,

use your
telescope!

1s that Planet
garth, Splug?

Is that it next |
to France,

I Splug?
Can’t see it | . _ :

vet, Splog.




LAngleterre,
c’est over
therel

islands,
mon ami!

[ 1t’s not Great '} Yeah, not worth
at all, is it? it’s bothering with. Let’s
really tiny! \ go and exterminate

_ _ Americg instead.

BAITTING UE WERLD

B

0 K — 5o Great Britain may only look like a little
pimple on the face of the Earth to a flying
saucer full of aliens, but just over 100 years ago it was the

greatest superpower the world had ever seen. It ruled
more than 400 million people across five continents!

You'd have had no trouble at all spotting the British
Empire in those days, even from outer space. More
than a quarter of the world belonged to Britain, and on
coloured maps it was painted pink.

_No it wasn’t.
Look — it’s black
and white.

Go and have a
lock at the back
cover of the

book, S'My!




/This }Welly-haphfz
41 very popular with kids
2 ir:>|’:he 1850s. There |
was even more pink
_fifty years later!




—(What's our country called,
| | gang? Why dowe pin Gb
on our athletes, but put
UK on our wehsites?

Originally the plan had been to paint the British Empire
red, the colour of the uniforms of the British Army. But
the mapmakers complained that red was too dark to be
able to read the names of the countries written on top
of it. So they chose pink instead.

t’s because its
name has changed
over the centuries . ..

;\c{:uau‘; I
ike

The Greeks called

I.'/ Yeah,_ T've just r'eany it ‘The British
| seenit.Whata pink. 1sles’ thousands of
rubbish colour! ears ago because Oriﬁinaﬂy the biggest
r it was where the island, Great tritain, was
Britons lived. three separate countries —

gngland, Seotland and
Wales. Then they united
together under one king.

A

[ Now we're called the united
People used to say that ‘the sun never sets on the British [ Kingdom of Great tritain and

Empire, because it was so big the sun was always Northern Treland. This is a

shining on at least one part of it. From high mountains right mouthful, so lots of
to flat coral islands, from chilly lands full of penguins to peopie say Britain or Great
deserts chock-full of camels, the British ran it all! Britain instead, because it’s

Today one out of every four people in the world still shorter. buf not accurate.

speaks English, because they live in countries that were
once part of the British Empire. The Brits gave them
their laws, their daft sports, like cricket and rugby, their
boiled eggs with soldiers for breakfast, and their scones
and strawberry jam for tea.

Have you got
that? g‘(, ggood.'
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