
 

 
       ________________________________ 
 
 

Opening extract from 

Winnie Goes for Gold 
 
 
 
 

Written by 
Laura Owen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by 
Oxford University Press 

 
All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 
 Please print off and read at your leisure. 

   
  
  
 



WINNIE GOES FOR GOLD.indd   1 05/10/2011   11:16



1
Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship, 

and education by publishing worldwide in 

Oxford  New York

Auckland   Cape Town   Dar es Salaam   Hong Kong   Karachi   
Kuala Lumpur   Madrid   Melbourne   Mexico City   Nairobi   

New Delhi    Shanghai    Taipei   Toronto   

With offices in
Argentina   Austria   Brazil    Chile   Czech Republic   France   Greece   

Guatemala   Hungary   Italy   Japan   Poland   Portugal   Singapore   
South Korea   Switzerland   Thailand   Turkey   Ukraine   Vietnam

Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University Press
in the UK and in certain other countries

Text © Oxford University Press 2012
Illustrations © Korky Paul 2012

The characters in this work are the original creation of Valerie Thomas  
who retains copyright in the characters.

The moral rights of the author/illustrator have been asserted
Database right Oxford University Press (maker)

First published in 2012

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,

without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press,
or as expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate

reprographics rights organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction
outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights Department,

Oxford University Press, at the address above

You must not circulate this book in any other binding or cover
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Data available

ISBN: 978-0-19-275824-8 (paperback)  

2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1

Printed in Great Britain

Paper used in the production of this book is a natural, recyclable product made 
from wood grown in sustainable forests. The manufacturing process conforms  

to the environmental regulations of the country of origin 1

(To Cafeneo Menas)
For all those who, like me, are never going to win a gold 

medal, but still enjoy having a go at things – xx
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Winnie woke in the deep dark middle  

of the night, clutching her tatty batty 

blankets and listening to the darkness,  

and wondered what had woken her.

Silence. 

There should have been a sound of 

Wilbur snuffling and grunting.

‘Wilbur?’ Winnie picked up her wand. 

Swish! ‘Abracadabra!’ The end of the 

wand glowed like a torch, which scribbled 
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light around the room. Winnie shuffled 

into her slip-sloppers, pulled on her  

messing gown, and set off along the long 

dark landing. She felt terribly lonely,  

all on her only in that big house.

‘Wilbur?’ 

Winnie opened door after door, but the 

only answer she got back from the empty 

rooms was her own echo.
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‘Where are you?’ said Winnie.

‘Where are you?’ said the echo.

‘I’m here, you fool!’ said Winnie.

‘I’m here, you fool!’ said the echo.

Crash! 
‘What was that?’

Winnie hurried downstairs to the  

kitchen and shone her wand-torch . . .
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‘Wilbur, there you are!’ 

‘Mnmnmeeow,’ said Wilbur, licking his 

lips. 

‘Heck, Wilbur! You’ve cooked more 

than we could eat in a week!’ said 

Winnie.‘Right, that’s it!’

‘Meeow?’

‘We’re going to have a house party!’ 

‘Me-he-he!’ laughed Wilbur.

‘Not a party for houses! That would be 

as silly as a snail taking up clog dancing.  

A party for people in our house. We’ve got 

empty rooms and too much food. And I’d 

like people to talk to instead of just cats 

and echoes.’

‘Mrrow!’ scowled Wilbur.
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