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Tips for reading The Odd Pet together
This book practises these sounds:

 s m c t g p a o r l d b  
 f h i u v y z j n k e 
Ask your child to point to these letters and say the sounds (e.g. k as in kit, 
not the letter name kay). Look out for these letters in the story.

Your child might find these words tricky:

 have now of the 
These words are common, but your child may not have learned how to 
sound them out yet. Say the words for your child if they do not know them.

Before you begin, ask your child to read the title by sounding out and 
blending as much as possible. Look at the picture together. What do you 
think this story is about?

Remind your child to read unfamiliar words by saying the individual 
sounds and then blending them together quickly to read the word. When 
you have finished reading the story, look through it again and:

•	 Ask your child, How did Kim and Jim get a zog? (Viv gave them one of 
the zogs that hatched from her zog’s eggs)

•	 Find two words that rhyme on the first page of the story (Kim, Jim). Ask 
your child to say the middle sound in these words. Find and read some 
more words with the i sound in the middle (Viv, sit). Try to write some of 
the words. Say all of the sounds in the word separately then write the 
letter that makes each sound.
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Kim has a cat. Jim has a dog.
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But Viv has an odd pet.
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It is a zog! Not a cat, not 
a dog, but a zog!
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