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This book is for Florence.

Have you ever watched a nature programme on TV
and wondered why all the best wildlife seems to be
in other parts of the world?

Well, good news: it isn't! Look closer and you'll find nature is pretty
impressive here too. Did you know, for example, that a bumblebee
beats its wings over 200 times per second as it buzzes from flower
to flower? Or that basking sharks longer than minibuses cruise
around our coast every summer?

Surprised? Don't be. |ust get outside and see it all for yourself, This
book is packed with ideas for getting stuck into nature all year round.
And you don't need to live in the countryside or visit a special nature
reserve. Turn the pages to find out just how much amazing stuffis
happening right on your doorstep.

fou will also learn some fun ways to give nature a helping hand,
such as feeding birds or building a hedgehog box, and pick up some
special skills, like attracting moths at night or camouflaging yourself
in the forest.

And don't worry if the weather keeps you stuck indoors. There's
something in this book for every occasion. Keep it with you: you
never know when you might need it.

Miks Linwin has been fascinated by nalure ever since he hrst grew
frant |r'.r_ x ane h-_.’n_'.rri aul af ke I'_u,rld His bonks Tor ehddien inelade
The R5PH Children's Culde Lo Birdwaiching, Endongered Species and
Climate Change, and he writes regularly for Bird Life, the magazineg
of HSPH Wildlife Explorers, Mike lives in Brighton, where he keeps

an eye oul for dolphing from he beach
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AR PLANNER

See the first apple
blossom.

i Search for snowdrops.
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Spot the first summer

visitor,

Watch birds singing and
showing off their colours.

See birds gathering
nest material

Watch flowers attract
insects to their nectar,

Find wildflowers
in a meadow.

Find juicy fruits
o and berries,

Look out for fledglings.

| Watch swifts catch

insects high overhead.
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=3 Look out Tor rrﬂgipiwﬂ.

% Watch toads migrate

to their breeding ponds.

Look out for adders

emerging from

hibernation,

4 Watch bumblebees

YEAR PLANNER

Spot the first
brimstone butterfly.

out and about.
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Scan the sea for whales
and dolphins.

Look out for bats on warm
evenings.

Spot badgers and foxes
with their cubs

Look out for caterpillars,

See moths visit lights
and flowers after dark.

Discover rock-pool
life at the seashore.
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Find juicy fruits and
berries.

See how plants disperse
thelr seeds.

Spot fungi popping
\_ up all over,

Look out for jays collecting

o JdCOrNS

Listen to tawny owls
calling at night.

Listen to red deer
at the rut.

Watch grey seals with their
pups around the coast.

Find ladybirds gathering
to hibernate.

Watch butterflies and
wasps on rotten fruit,

See spiders spinning
their webs all over. )

See which trees

keep their leaves,
Look for winter buds
on frees,

o

Follow a [ee dlﬂtLI party
through the woods.

Count the birds on
your garden feeder.

Marvel al a -.t.,u||r'|i._lr roost.
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Watch grey squirrels

! chase each other
through the trees.

Spot a stoat in its
white winter coat

1 Look for hibernating
. butterflies in your shed.

| Go beachcombing

after winter storms.
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Cetting started
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on nature trips

Why not use your camera phone 1o

snap nature pics? You can download

your best ones, print them oul and
stick them in.




