
BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH

MELISSA CASTRILLÓN

B
EN

JA
M

IN
 ZEPH

A
N

IA
H

M
ELISSA

 C
A

ST
R

ILLO
N



Illustrated by 
MELISSA CASTRILLÓN

BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH

Leave The Trees, Please © 2025 Lucky Cat Publishing Ltd 
Text © 2025 Benjamin Zephaniah 
Illustrations © 2025 Melissa Castrillón 
First Published in 2025 by Magic Cat Publishing, an imprint of Lucky Cat Publishing Ltd,  
Unit 2 Empress Works, 24 Grove Passage, London E2 9FQ, UK 
Magic Cat Publishing, an imprint of Lucky Cat Publishing Ltd,  
PAKTA svetovanje d.o.o., Stegne 33, Ljubljana, Slovenia

The right of Benjamin Zephaniah to be identified as the author of this work and Melissa Castrillón to be identified  
as the illustrator of this work has been asserted by them in accordance with the Copyright,  
Designs and Patents Act, 1988 (UK).

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted,  
in any form, or by any means, electrical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise  
without the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence permitting restricted copying. 

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-915569-20-2

The illustrations were hand drawn in graphite layers and digitally coloured. 
Set in Yrsa and The Perfect Match

Published by Katie Cotton 
Designed by Maisy Ruffels and Riko Sekiguchi

Manufactured in China

9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

printer to update

To my dear husband,
whose heart beats with the rhythm of nature, and to the trees,
whose words breathe life into the silence of the forest –
may we cherish and protect them always.
May we nurture the world as you nurture your words.
Forever love.

- Q. Z.

For Luke and Iggy, you’re my world,
my roots and my constant inspiration.

- M. C.



Leave the trees, please.

to put all living things at ease.

work with the breezeBecause the trees



So, leave the 
trees, please.



You see, down in Somerset, England,
I know a tree

that is one thousand
and five hundred years old.


