
For Team Mischief. No bear left behind.
We take any bear we find – F.S.

For all the teddy bears that were lost but never forgotten – L.F.

First published in Great Britain in 2023 by Andersen Press Ltd., 

20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1V 2SA, UK

Vijverlaan 48, 3062 HL Rotterdam, Nederland

Text copyright © Frances Stickley 2023.

Illustration copyright © Lucy Fleming 2023. 

The rights of Frances Stickley and Lucy Fleming to be identified as the author 

and illustrator of this work have been asserted by them in accordance with the 

Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988. 

All rights reserved. Printed and bound in China. 

1     3     5     7     9     10     8     6     4     2   

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data available.

ISBN 978 1 83913 152 3

ANDERSEN PRESS

Frances Stickley       Lucy Fleming



In the shop, down the lane,

beneath a wooden window frame,

a small bear with a hand-stitched heart 

was waiting for his life to start.

He’d spent the summer on the shelf. 

The last bear left, all by himself, 

the window pressed against his paw. 

Each day just like the one before. 

But that was then, before he met . . .



. . . a little girl called Harriet.

She held his paw and it was love.

“Please,” she said, 

“is this enough?”

She said, “I think 

I’ll call you Blue.

Don’t worry. 

I’ll take care of you.”

Then, safe and sound and full of love, 

Blue gazed up at the stars above

while Mummy sang a bedtime song. 

Blue was home where he belonged.



Harriet was sweet and kind. 

She never left her bear behind.

In corner shops or walks to school,

at birthday parties, swimming pools,

on fairground rides or water slides, 

And when she stroked his soft, warm fur, 

it felt like he was made for her. 

Blue never, ever 

left her side.



Then one day, Harriet was gone. 

Blue watched the ocean meet the sun 

and though he couldn’t turn around,

he heard the footsteps on the ground grow quiet, 

until finally, poor Blue could only hear the sea.

He never got to ask her why. 

He never got to say goodbye.




