For Leo Sol, Nefi, Neive, Juni, Alfie, Oliver, Daisy, Freddie, Xerxes, Arya, Abi, Suzi, Alyssa, Felicity, Jasper, Jamie,
Stan, Dylan, Isaac, Mawgana, Martha, Esme, William, Sophia, Felix, Lulu, Ted, Indiana, Fox, Caspian, Valerie,
Helena, Fran, Leo M, Kooki and Albie. Try to be brave, aspire to be kind, and always be you. - P.JW.

PUFFIN BOOKS

UK | USA | Canada | Ireland | Australia | India | New Zealand | South Africa

Puiffin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies
whose addresses can be found at global. pengui domh COML.

www.penguin.couk www.puffin.co.uk www.ladybird.co.uk

Penguin
idom House
UK

First published 2024
001

Copyright © Pete Jordi Wood, 2024
The moral right of the author and illustrator has been asserted

Printed in China
The authorized representative in the EEA is Penguin Random House Ireland,
Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin DOZ YH6S
A CIP cataloguie record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-0-241-54539-3
All correspondence to: Puffin Books, Penguin Random House Children'’s,
One Embassy Gardens, 8 Viaduct Gardens, London SW11 7BW

MIX

il i
TR e

L i FSC® co18179




plPrp Wiy

HE NEXT DAY, the dog and the sailor rowed away

from the ship together.

When the dog gave the word, they sat on the side of their

little boat and then fell backwards into the sea . . .

Together, they swam down into the depths, until they reached a

vast meadow at the bottom of the sea. Ruan stood as if on dry
land and breathed as though the water were air. He and the dog
walked from the meadow through a forest and towards a palace

in the distance, shrouded in shadow.
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One morning, Valéria noticed the young prince, Nikolai,
fleeing with her enchanted purse. She called out, expecting
him to be bewitched by her beauty . . . but he resisted

the magic!

Valéria was furious, and in her rage she cast a spell that

turned Nikolai into a puppy, with a lion's tail and webbed
paws. Fearful that others might also resist her magic, Finally, she summoned up a mighty wave that submerged

and still overcome with fury, she transformed everyone the kingdom under the sea.

in the kingdom into beasts and birds.
As the kingdom sank, Nikolai the puppy kicked his

webbed paws and swam against the tide of the

witch’'s magic, far enough away to escape.
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NCE UPON A TIME

there was a kingdom full of happiness and

laughter. The king and his family were kind, and all the
people were content. All, that is, but one . . .

LY

\ V4
LV 4
\ V.
L Y 4
\ Y 4
L Y 4
\ Y 4
L\ Y 4
/s
LV 4
L V 4
\ V.4
LV 4
L Y 4
L Y 4
L Y 4
\ ¥ 4
L Y 4
L YV 4
L Y 4
\ ¥ 4
L Y 4
\ Y 4
\ Y 4
L\ ¥ 4
LY 4
LY 4
\ Y 4
\ Y4
L Y 4
L Y 4
\ V.4
LV 4
L Y 4
LV 4
L Y 4
\ Y 4
L ¥ 4
\ Y 4
LY
LV 4
L YV 4
\ Y 4
L Y 4
L Y 4
- &

© Pete Jordi Wood, 2024

g8 ; ' PETYY
LA LLLY : : : i \/“

The young witch Valéria was talented and powerful, but
also very lonely. In a land with no troubles, there was little

use for magic - nobody needed Valéria, or her spells.

And so she made a plan.

She cast a spell on her purse, granting herself all the riches

her heart desired. Then she cast another spell on herself . . .
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