Historions think that 60,000 yeas ogo climibed mourtain ranges in survived the jos ages without

wie arrived in Eost Asio. From thene our MOCCOSinS . houses or central heating ..
children, and our children’s children,
spread slowly throughout the work.

At first, we Homo sopiens wers all

black with lots of melanin to protecs our
skin from the hot African sun.

HOMO
SAPIENS

Human beings evolved in Africa more than
200,000 years ago. Every single person on
our planet - no matter what they look like -
belongs to our species, the Homo sapiens.

But Homao sapkens did

not all story
in Afrioo ..

Homo sopiens wers incredibbe
euplorers. We crossed seos on rofss ..

Malonin is o pigmant
fourd T our sk,

Feir ored @yeas theak
detemnines the colaur.
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THE CELTS THE ROMANS

Sometime before 800 BCE the Celts had come to live in The Roman Empire grew and conquered large parts of
Britain. Other groups of people had moved to Britain before Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. They wanted to
them like the Beaker people who made clay cups. conquer the whole world ...

...but when they reached Africa they could not travel far. In their way
was a desert as wide as an ocean called the Sahara and the Warrior
Queen of Nubia, Amanishakheto, whom they could not defeat.

The Celts were different tribes of farming people from mainland Europe.
They had developed white skin so they could get vitamin D from the sun.

The Celtic tribes in Britain each had their own customs, languages and
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rulers. They had wars with each other in which both men and
women fought - all totally naked and painted in blue!

A Celtic tribe called the Gaels ruled Ireland and
parts of Scotland. Legend says the Gaels began
with a Middle Eastern prince and an Egyptian
princess who fell in love and started a kingdom
called Galicia in Spain, which still exists today.
Eventually they came to settle in Ireland.

In 325 BCE, an explorer called Pytheas from a
new civilisation in Europe called Greece stumbled
across our grey-green islands. In one of his books,
he called us Pretannike after a tribe he met here
called the Pretani - or ‘the painted people’.

But the great empires of the world were
not interested in our grey-green islands.
We did not have silver or gold mines that
made emperors rich, or salt and spices

that make food taste wonderful, or silk that
makes clothes soft.

So the Celts were left alone to fight
among themselves until a new
empire rose from a small city
called Rome ..

So the Romans turned back to Europe and pushed north
instead to some islands lost in rain and mist at the very
ends of the Earth. Islands they had read about in
Pytheas’s book. Islands they renamed Britannica.

A Roman historian called Tacitus wrote that when the
Romans arrived in Britain, they found white farming
people from Europe living on the coast. Inland they
found what he called the original Britons - dark
skinned and curly haired.

Roman soldiers were the best in the world, but even
they shivered in their boots when they faced the
ferocious warriors who waited for them, all
screaming blue murder.
Shield
In the end, the Romans only managed toconquer part
of what we now call England and Wales. They never
defeated the Cornish, Irish or Scottish tribes.

The part of England that the Romans conquered
became known as Roman Britain.

The emperor, Hadrian, built a wall around
\ Roman Britain in 122 CE to keep the
- ferocious Scottish tribes out. The wall
was guarded by 500 North African

Roman soldiers.
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The ice ages came and went for thousands of years. Then, in 2018, the technology existed to test
Cheddar Man’s DNA. The tests were done in the

gnciiumansinyentedige gt oIS R SaVES Natural History Museum in London which has one of
things such as bone needles to make proper clothes to the best DNA laboratories in the world.

keep us warm.
Cheddar Man’s DNA shows he had blue eyes, curly

Then at last, 10,000 years ago, the glaciers started to melt and the dark hair and skin as dark as dark can be. Cheddar
land in Europe became warm again. Homo sapiens were still hunter Man was black - just like everyone else in Britain - Z
gathers, and some of them crossed a place called Doggerland onto and Western Europe at the time! _J — ¢
new land. They were looking for herds of deer and wild cows to hunt. ! - Z “
There were no shops in those days - men, women and children had .

to work together to hunt for food and make every single thing they
needed to survive.

And the g ‘ ds - the islands we now call Britain. i
I v? L NS
~ Those first Britons lived in lots of groups of about twenty people. ’
~ They roamed the land looking for food and gathering plants as they went.

i

eleton was found in a Cave in England in 1903. Forensic anthropologists
s who study very old bones) could tell straight away that the skeleton

’ ?th'ropologists named the skeleton Cheddar Man because the cave
as in a valley called Cheddar Gorge.

. "‘,S‘!eventy years later, the technology was invented that could date
- bones. It proved the young man had lived over 10,000 years ago.
- He was one of those first Britons!

, i'l' as long as Cheddar Man, then ten per cent
| of your DNA is the same as his - no matter
what colour skinyou have. :



So the governmeant asked people from the celonias to come. Tha NHS, Lendon
Transport and British Edil put job adwverts in Caribbean newspapears. Lots of
people camea. Thay weare British citizens. Thair countrias had beean [aft poor

1 after slavary and colonisation and thaywanted good
jobs to make better lvas for their familias.

THE WINDRUSH GENERATION

It took all of Britain’s money to win World
War Two. Afterwards, the cities were left
in rubble and most people were extremely
poor. More than 2 million British people
migrated to other countries.

Mast came to Britain By ship. Tha first and rmost famous ship arrived in 1948,
It was called the Empire Windrush. Caribbean paople who movead to Britain
aftar tha war are callad tha “Windrush genaration’,

Soon Caribbean people were joined by many mere Black peopla
from Africa. Thay carmsa mastly from tha countrias of
Migaria and Ghana at first, and than from Kanya,
Uganda, Zimbabwe and Somalia. Lots of South
Asian people came toe, from India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and avan some African countrias.

Tha Maticnal Health Service (NHS) was set up in
1948 to halp paople who could not afford to pay

for decters or medicing, Tha government took owear
organising the kusas and trains te make sure people
could gat to waork.,

Evarvons who moved to Britain aftar the war
rought thair skills, thair clevernass and
thair hard woerk te halp Britain
get back on its feat,

But tharaweare not enough doctors and nursas for
tha NHS, or conductors for busas and trains, or
enginaars and lakourars to rebuild tha citias.
Britain neadad halp!

Sam Beaver King. Mavyor of _
| Southwark, London, first used the k=
| phrase Windrush Generation.




