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WELCOME TO THE
INSIDE OF THE BOOX,

Ijusf want to let you
know that this is absolutel
NOT A NORMAL BOOK!

ﬁf you're looking for a normal book then put this one down
immediately and then train o lotbradoodle to take the book
away, bury it under a tree and then decorate the tree with weird

furry things that it has found from between the

dishwasher and the washing machine.

Wake a flick through the pages. You’ll
notice that there is no right or wrong
way to read this book. You can read

it in any order. You might also
notice that some of the pages
have nothing on them at all. Those
pages are for you to write in.

",

How often do you get to do that?



gou CAN read this book from the beginning and make your
way to the end if you like but you could also pick a bit in the
middle that you like the look of and start there. The whole book is
full of different tips, tricks and activities to help

you write your own funny story.

ﬁf at any point though, you think to yourself ...

I think I'm just going fo use this page to
draw a really coolgpicfure of a marmot and
then see how many different words 1 can

think of to use instead of BUM

.. then that’s fine.

Why don’t you

do that, take a picture of
it and then email the picture.
My address is:

stopsendingmeweirdpicturesofmarmots@whatever.com



ﬁf you're reading this book, you probably like writing. You might
even want to be an athor when you grow up. So what are
you waiting for? Why wait until you grow up? Why not start now?
Get a notebook. Do some writing. Be o writer.

ﬁf you're thinking to yourself,

‘I've written lots of stuff,

| write in notebooks all

the time!’ then that’s
brilliant. in that
case you already are

an author. Don't tell

people you want to be
an author when you grow
vp. Tell them you are an
avthor MOW. In fact, more
importantly, tell yourself that

you are an author now.



nJs far as | can see, the biggest difference between someone
who is an author and someone who isn’t an author is

that an author writes StU'F'F

% . r You MuST BE \
o if you want to be an THIS TALL TO BE

AN ASTRONAUT.

author all you need to do

is get on with it. Why wait

ontil you're older? It's not
like you need a driving
licence. You don’t have
to be a certain height.
For most jobs you need
to be a 3rown-

VP before you can

start. You can’t be an

astronaut until you are
an adult. If you want to
be Prime Minister you have to wait until you grow up. If you

want to be a hairdresser, no one will let you cut their hair until

you are bigger.

%oweven if you want to do some writing you can start
rl.ﬂ l\t NOW. All you need is a pen and notebook. (And this
book might help too).




WARMING UP THE MACHINE

Whis is just a little exercise to get you warmed up for writing

your own story. A bit like doing some stretehes before
playing football or jogging on the spot for ten minutes before
climbing and falling off an elephant.

Wha’r I would like you to do first is think of a MGSLCGL
MGChlne It can do anything you want. Go crazy with it.
Maybe it makes people invisible or turns ducks into ice cream. If

nothing springs to mind just think of something

you really like. Your machine makes 2N
whatever that e <
thing is. S=
SR T 0| 2
0oo0o o0 O {—E
of =
N
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Use the space below to draw a picture of your machine.
What does it look like? Is it big like a fruck or tiny like a watch?
Is it metal or plastic? Is it big and dirty like a tractor
ot clean and polished like a phone?



Next think about where your machine came from. How did it
come into your life2 Did your mum teach you how to use it Did
a strange uncle you've never seen before turn up one birthday
and give you the machine? Did you find your machine? Did it fall
out of the sky? Did you build it out of material you found in the
rubbish dump?

Use the space below to describe where you 901’ your machine:

O’
0 |
g —
P

10



Use the space below to describe what your machine does:

Now think about the day something went Wrong With the machine.
Tell yourself about the time someone pressed the wrong button or
put the wrong thing in the machine. Maybe you didn't listen to the
instructions. Or maybe the people you got it from want it back.
Use the space below to describe this:

M



@nding your story here might not be sati.sfui,nﬂ for

your reader. It might be a good idea to have some sort of
resolution ot the end, some way of making things better.

Use the space below to describe this:

12



NOW, with a bit of tweakins you should find that
you have just created a whole story. You won’t have written
everything that happens, of course, but you should have a
beginning, middle and end, which is like the
skeleton of a story — the bones that hold it all together.

The beginning is how you got your machine.
The muddle is what it does.
The end is when it all goes horribly wrong.

And the final
section is the

resolution.




is an example of a skeleton of a storg:

ne day | found a machine in the school art
cupboard. After a bit of fiddling about |
found it was a machine for turning snails

) into candyfloss.

ﬂ had lots of fun using the machine until one

day the king and queen of the
snails turned vp at my house and
ate my carpets in revenge for

what | had done to all of their snail friends.

ffer a lot of fiddling around and pressing buttons

| worked out how to reverse the effects
of the machine and turn the
candyfloss back into snails.

This made the king and queen l”

of the snails feel a lot better
about the whole thing and
we all lived happily ever /4
after. Without any carpets. i
|

N

14




e you pleased with your story? Hopefully you are but this is
not the story you are going to write. That would be too easy.
The story you are going to write is going to be the best story

you have ever written.

Jut you're not going to start writing straight away. First you
need to think of some tdeas, plan those ideas and
organise your thoughts.

Wifing a story without planning it first

would be like eating your dinner without

opening your mouth, trying to watch a
TV programme without switching on
the TV, or going to school without
getting dressed first.

H your socks up, grab a sandwich
and a glass of water and let’s 3et

started!



	Write Your Own Funny Stories - cover
	Pages from 9781408883655_txt_print

