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Follow fox. But fox gets caught in dazzling lights,

Run backK home. The car braKes.

Three cubs dash across the road Too late.
to safety on the other side.
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Life is everywhere,
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Death is not just an end,
but & beginning.



What happens when something dies?

Life on Earth is remarKable. Almost 9 million different species

of animals, plants and other living things share our planet. A fox,
a fir tree and a fungus may seem very different from one another,
but they are made of the same ingredients — the building blocks of life.

The building blocks of life

Jusst a8 huindreds of thoisands of werds (na ke '\-p-i:]ll;rl with the sase 25
leteers. all living things are made up of fewer than 30 1ypes of particles,
combined in different ways Livieg things need o supply of these particles

1o mirvive, o goes bigper and o repiie injuries. Mams pa them Grom o,
wader and soill. They use the energy Trom amlight o tum particles inte feod,
Amimals gel them from air, wister ard the food they cai. Aloag with energy.
the bulding blocks of life are passed up fed chaiss.

What iz death?

It seems strange, but death is nopary of the cvcle

ol life en Earth. Living plants and animals beeathe, move,
Erow, Teed. et ne of waste, reproduce. sense and respoesd
to the werld gremd them, When o livieg thing dies, these
processes slop, The plant or animal ne lnger breahes,
maves, Erows er feels what i hagpening around them. Only
the buillding blocks of lite are kit behind, AMer a life ends,
a process called decompasition begins. This recvdles the
particles so they can be uwsed by other livieg things
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What is decomposition?
Drecomgosiiion i% & natural process that begins imside
the cells of a plang or animal thay wis once alive,
Millins of tiny creatiares, called micrebes, live on and
inside plants and animals. These microbes do all soris
of useful jebs while a plamt or amimal is alive. When
it dies, the mécrches !'rrﬁlrl lﬂ"l,'?ll:l.'lj'_ i
down and rebeading the building bllocks
ol life back into the
emvirormesl. This
docsnt hurt the
plant or animal because
o is et alive anymore. b
Lets of different orcatunes hl_lp- with
decomposition. oo Imverichrages. such as
mites &nd carthworms, and larger creaiures
siich &6 scaverging birde use the dead plant
of animal i fisod
Imsceis visat o lay eggs. When the eggs haich.
their Bervae willl have the encrgy and mainents
ll"rl_'"_\.' r.-.'l_'\-r| [ EF] ||'|.'{ nrd JE 'l'l,' r||_':r| Fl.lnl [~}
animal becomes 4 mini coosysten buzzing with
new life that is soenished by the old life.
The werk done by cach decomposer
is liny, but togclber they pliv o very
imgortant rele in the oyele of life. As they
fieed and grow, decomposers s respine
[breahe) ned prodisce waste of their
owvne This returns pulriemis to the air
and soil, where they can be used by
ul.l'rq,‘r‘ plhu:w znd nmimals
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The cycle of life
Like leaves that fall from & tree in auiamn. a dead plant
or Rndinal will 1.'r-l-r| |1|||!| -'||x1rlpl.'-l='. bid Al plrlﬂh:h
do not vanish. They are returned 1o the il and the air
They are soaked up by roots and iaken in by kaves,
beooming & part of new lemves, hoovers. bennches and
spedd. [hey are passed up the food chliim, where they
miy Beooene o part of bees burxing in 4 garden or Birds
soaring in the sky, [n nzwre, scthisg goes o wasie

Dieth is not just an end ;-‘
Mo mngle plamt or amimal lives forever. b ¥

decompesition means that their particles
willl pe on 1o be 0 part of mew lifie. Jus)
as waber cveles from clouds to the <ca and
badk to the sKy. the building blcks of
life nre l.-lnl-d.ilnﬂ:.' oh the move, Mo Uhe
envirenment e living, moving, breathing
creatures. and back again,

A& death s the end of os Nive, bant i

iz also the beginning of many more.




