Chapter 1

Oprah’s Ear|y Childhood:
The Little Preacher

pmh 1'|"'|I'"|n1"naﬂ:,-r @t an the steps
autside hergmndn‘-:-ther’s
tarmhouse in Kosciusha,

M izsissippi, inspecting the dress she had
been given towear that FOOT TR g, =he was
onlyfour yearsold, not even ald enough
to po to school, but she knew she vas
different thzm themther chibiiven she
would zee in town andat church.

While other girls wore pretty cotton
dressesin huesof bluear \l,-'e”n:-w ar pink,
Clpmh’i dresz was madeoutof a potato
mck. Her grandn‘-:nther, Hattie Mae
Lee, had fashioned t far her. Th B W Ere
¥ery poor, and at §2.80, prety dresze:
were too expensive for Hattie Mae to
|:|u1:,-'. Hattie Mae, like C'pmh,was blacl,
and in the 19 EDE?beinga bk ckwornan
in the South meant you didn't have a lot
-:nfu:n|:n|:u:nr|'.un'rtiestn:-getgn:-:nd_i-:ubsthat
paid pood money. [talo meant that
white people treated you
diﬁ'erenthl,r, lil: e Yo W Ere
lass mrth:,-'n’r-a gan:n:l Iif e

T WAS HARDTO

pihbtmre pobgiot siols dredre s by e hoarte d
bkl etk Gl e il

Oprah clutched her corneob dall
tighthyand thought about her mother,
"ernita Lee. Zhe hadn't seen her moth er
fora few years. Vernita had been a
teenager when she had Oprah on 29th
Januar:,r, 1954 and she didn't haveajn:-b
to suppnrtherse” or her daughter. =he
want north to find work asa rmaid, but she
couldn’t bring ':'pmhw'rth her. Eu:-,':'pmh
lived with Hattie Maeon the farm.

Clpmh kenev life wa s harder for
her because of the coboobhkesklan.
Her gmndmn’r_h ervwas born in 1900 3
revolutionary time for black peoplein
Arnerica, S|aver~l,-' had been abolished but
segrepation a nd dizerimnination were still
deep-rooted in the country, especially in
the South. Thnugh Hattie Mae was not
borna shve, the wasoften treated like a
lesser hurnan by the white
people shewarked far And
yet, Hattie Mae would tell

because of the coboobfour MAKE FRIENDS &b aibbitbhat shastdbbbpe
whoarr. shoind séag T b pesch WHEN YOU WERE ~ tmgects gps ik foorkofoe
wadmhidr Efkpbythide pnoed otk b falks who

tod shikon paipgarpooci ik

“SACK OmL>

veould sometinnes spare her







