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1

  Tagg was born in the spring – the first of 

five tabby kittens born to his mother, Melody, 

and father, Chester. It was Melody’s second 

litter and this time she had her kittens in 

the family ward robe, on top of her human’s 

clean est and most comfort able sweater. 

 Melody and Chester were fairly laid back 

when it came to kitten- rearing. Melody prided 
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herself on being able to lick a kitten spot less 

in two minutes flat, and Chester didn’t 

bat an eyelid if one of his offspring tried 

to climb a tree or went to invest ig ate next- 

door’s cat flap without asking. All kittens 

got into trouble, he said – espe cially the 

adven tur ous ones. They either learned from 

their mistakes, or they lost their nine lives 

rather quickly. 

 ‘I know that sounds harsh,’ Melody 

told the kittens, ‘but your father is right. 



The sooner you realise how peril ous the 

outside world can be, the sooner you will 

learn not to do stupid or danger ous things.’ 

 Tagg, who was a hand some tabby kitten 

with a white tummy, white paws and a 

thick stripy tail, glanced shyly at his father. 

All the kittens were in awe of Chester – a 

huge stocky ginger cat with dark green 

eyes. ‘Did you do any stupid or danger ous 

things when you were young, Dad?’ he asked 

curi ously. 
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 ‘I don’t believe I did many  stupid  things,’ 

Chester replied. ‘ Dangerous  perhaps – at 

least for an ordin ary cat.’ 

 ‘What sort of danger ous things?’ Tagg was 

so excited to hear more that he forgot to ask 

what his father meant by ‘ordin ary’. 

 ‘Nothing you need to know about at the 

moment,’ Melody told him swiftly. 

  

 As the months passed, Tagg noticed that his 

parents were treat ing him differ ently to the 

other kittens. He wouldn’t say he was their 

 favour ite  exactly, but he was certainly the 

one they scolded and fussed over the most, 

and he was always the one Chester took 

hunting. 

It wasn’t long before Tagg knew far more 

than his siblings about the arts of catch ing 
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mice, stalk ing birds and correctly judging 

whether your prey would fit through the cat 

flap  before  you made a complete fool of your-

self with a dead squir rel. 

 As Tagg approached six months of age, he 

was the only kitten of his litter still living 

with his parents, and it wasn’t because no 

humans had wanted him. Twice Tagg had 

been rehomed to a new human house hold, 

and twice his parents had come that same 

night to retrieve him. Each time his father 

had carried him home by the scruff of his 

neck, until in the end their humans had 

given up and let him stay. 

 Tagg didn’t really mind. He liked their 

comfort able home in its quiet, tree- lined 

street. He had a cat flap to come and go as he 

pleased, a plen ti ful supply of food and water 
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and a well- stocked fish pond in the garden 

(even if it was covered with an irrit at ing 

metal mesh). 

 On his six- month birth day, Tagg was excited 

as he scampered out into the garden. 

 ‘Uncle Bill has caught a mouse for me to 

play with,’ he called out to his parents, who 

were curled up together on the grass. Wild 

Bill, who was Tagg’s great- uncle, lived on his 

own in the rickety summer house at the 

bottom of their garden. 

 ‘Wait, Tagg,’ Chester said urgently. ‘We 

need to talk to you.’ 

 ‘Yes, Dad.’ Tagg sat down obed i ently, hoping 

this wouldn’t take too long. His great- uncle 

wasn’t as sprightly as he used to be and Tagg 

was worried the elderly cat might not be able 
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to stop his gift from scam per ing away if he 

didn’t get there quickly. That was if Wild Bill 

could manage to refrain from eating it. After 

all, it was no secret that he was extremely 

partial to a bit of fresh mouse. 

 ‘Now that you are six months old, we want 

to tell you some thing about our family,’ 

Melody began. ‘It’s a secret you must never 

repeat to anyone. Do you under stand?’ 

 Tagg’s ears pricked up imme di ately. He 

loved secrets. ‘Of course, Mum.’ 

 ‘Good.’ She looked at Chester to continue. 

 ‘Although your mother and I may seem 

like ordin ary cats,’ Chester began, ‘we both 

have a very special ability. A  super   ability, if 

you like.’ 

 ‘Wow!’ Tagg was even more excited. ‘Do 

you mean you have super powers ?’ His mother 
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had often told him bedtime stories about cats 

with super powers, but he had always assumed 

the adven tures were made up. 

 ‘That is exactly what I mean,’ Chester 

replied. 

 ‘Wow!’ Tagg exclaimed again. ‘So what 

can you do?’ Maybe his mother and father 

could fly! Or turn invis ible! That would 

explain how they were so good at creep ing 

up on him whenever he was scratch ing at 

the carpet or steal ing food from the kitchen 

table. 

 ‘Well …’ Chester sounded like he was 

making the most serious of announce ments 

as he stated, ‘your mother has extremely 

sharp claws.’ 

 Tagg let out a splut tery mew of mirth. He 

couldn’t help it. 


	Title page
	Copyright page
	CONTENTS
	CHAPTER ONE A PURR-FECTLY ORDINARY FAMILY OF FELINES


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.46000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.44667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 250
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA27)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'WEB-PDF Bloomsbury'] [Based on 'WEB-PDFs\(1\)'] [Based on '[Smallest File Size]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (Coated FOGRA27 \(ISO 12647-2:2004\))
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




