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For my girls Hannah and lola, reaching for the stars - CB
To Mum and Dad, with love - SW

For my son Sebastian - my shining star in the sky - AH
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Bits fraom the blast formed

tiny things called aloms, whlt.f'; i

made gas and dust. The gds ;
twisted and clumped, getting,

““hotter and hotter until it 5T

Inthese smriing.
clowds of colour, The first
stars were born. Clusters of
new slars formed millions of
galaxies, sparkling silently.

B~ glow from the Big Bang
80 lit the blackness,




| very long time after the Big Bang,a
bright yellow star, our Sun, was born,
““This burning ball of gas is so huge that over a
X ~ million Earths would fit ingide il

The Sunis incredibly hot, with a fiery furnace in its
... tore. Cooler black spots shift across its surface.
' A fierce solar wind loops and flows

oulwards towards deep space.

I-:_.:P'I.I.I Sun is just one of billions of stars
im our gala:g, the Hi.lk_g Way.
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Life arth depends on our o )

¢ atmnapherm the thin blanket of
ases that'wra round the globe.

*ﬁ nth and the oxygen that

"_'_-ll'Fe need T.-u survive.

: i ﬂH.g nn!d ullh Ag uu; The almospheres of *
; ” rargite ng’ poisonous and dihl:llg;'l.l'nnus has

Erd i’cr'g while massive bolts of l}gl'.l.nlnrﬁnnt through red

‘o :'l..lpﬂ‘.’llil Satorn has rl.ngs of r::e a.nd; r i'.|pg grange winds.
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