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the=Montk
Clerh
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T s born with weater o the hradn

{'Fl-cm'. 501 l'|||_1|:'-\. 1k L-:-:ur_-l:'g.' Frae, T was ar_-l:nu“:.' bom 1'.'il'||
too much cerebral spinal Huid inside my skull. But eercbral
spinal fuicl is just the doctors” tancy way of saving brain grease,
Al brain grease works inside the lobes like car grease works
insiche an engine. It keeps things nimning smooth and fast. But
weirdo me, | was bom with too much grease inside my skull,
ancl it got all thick and muddy and disgusting, and it only
mucked up the works. My thinking and breathing and living
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What a bastard, huh?

[neclizan Hesalth Sendee also funded eyeglass purchases onby
onoe a vear and offered one style: those ugly, thick, black plas-
(TERSTITE S

My brain damage left me wearsighted in one eve and
f'.l.l':-:|.|'_l'l|'|l-|"r[ in the other, so 1y I|g|}' '|'_I'I|'.|.°:H-|:'.°: swere all I::-|t=.ir|1~r|
becanse my eves were so lopsiced,

1 ;|_I|'-|;'|: headaches becanse 8 EVES e, like, enenmies, W
ko, like they used 1o be married o cach other bul now hate
cuch other's guts

And 1 started wearing glasses when [ was three, so 1 ran
around the rex looking like a three-year-old Indian grondpa.

And. oh, I was skinny. 1'd tum sideways and dizappear.

But my hands and feet were huge. My feet were a sioe
eleven in third grade! With my hig feet and pencil body,
booked] like a ﬁipll.l.] | .'..ﬂl-.lllg el tha roael.

And mv skull was enormous,

Epic,

My head was so big that little Indian skulls orbited around
it. Some of the kids called me Orhit, And other kids jost called
me Globe, The bullies would pick me up, spin me in circles,
put thedr finger dowa on ey sloall, and saoe, “1 want to o there.”

S0 obviously, 1 lnoked goofy an the outside, but it was the
tnsicde stull that was the worst.

First of all, T had selaures. At least teo a week, So 1 was
||.."|.||:|:|'|{I|||g 1y lsabn cn 2 rt'g‘-l:lhu‘ hisis, Bt 1le 1|u'|||g g, I swas
harving these seienres becsuse Dafrmdy lid braio damage, so 1
W% r¢~|:1'|_:|e'||'i||;|_i‘1.w1|||n:|:-: el Hirne 1 :-H"i:ﬂ:'[l.

Yep, whenever 1 had a seiwure, 1 was davsaging oy
darmage.

| haven't had a sedxire in seven yvears, but the doctors tell
mr that 1 am “susceptible to seiaire activity.”



My brain was drowming in grease.

Bt thet sskes the wlhiole 1||iu!-7" sl welrco anal |'||||||.|,.
like s baeain was a ﬁ:hli French |1|"I_¢.h sin b SePms o serons
aned poetic and accnrate to say, “T was born with water on the
briin.”

Oy, 50 mayhe that’s not a very sedous way to say it ci-
Lther, Maybe the whole thing iz weind and funny.

But jeex, did my mother and father and big sister and
grandma and consins and aunts and uncles think it was funony
when the doctors cut open my little skoll and sucked out all
theat extra water with some tiny vaciim?

1 wis |:-1||I_1' sin months albd and Twas A s ol torerosak -
gz the ENrEeTY, And even iF 1 somehow survived the mini-
Howver, Twas supposed to suffer serions brain damage during
the: procedure amd live the rest of my life as o vegemble,

Well, 1 obviously survived the surgery, [wonldn't be writ-
ing this it I didn't, but I have all sorts of physical problems that
are dlirectly the resuft of my brain damage.

First of all, | ended up having forty-two teoth. The typical
human has thirty-twao, dght? But T had fortv-bao,

Ten morve than vsial.

Ten miere tham nermal,

Ten teeth past humean,

My teeth got so crowded that 1 could barely elose my
moutl. T went to Indian Health Service to gel some teeth
pulled =0 1 could cat normally, not like smme slobbering vul-
ture. But the Indian Health Service funded major dental work
only once a year, so I had to have all ten extra teeth pulled in
ane gy

Anc] whats more, our white dentist believed that Tndians
ouly Lelt hall' as much pain as white peaple did, so he only gave
1% 'm]fl]u- Mo,

el



Sm.v-th.l‘r I selzure achioiti.

Droesn't that just rell off the tongne like poetry?

I alse hael a stotter and a !l"-:lr. Oy '||:Li|.:u|::u' I shonld sy I Lzt
a st-st-st-st-stutter and a lissssssssththththp,

Yoo wenldn't think there is anything lifie threatening
about speech impediments, but let me tell vou, there is
nothing more dangerous than being a kid with a stutter and
a lisp.

A five-year-old is cute when he lisps and stutters. 1leck,
mwnst of the hig-time kid actors stottered and lsped their way
o starcloin.

Anl jee, vou're still falrly cute when you're a stuttering
amid |ix|:|||'|g &ix-, sevei-, ancd :-igjlt-r-.'-l'.’l.r-lllrl. bt it's all over
when vou bum nine andd ten,

After that, your stutter amd lisp tum you into a retard

Amal it you're fourteen years old, like me, and you're still
stullering and lisping, then you become the biggest retard in
the world.

Evervbody on the rew calls me a retard about twice a day.
They call me retard when they are pantsing me or stuffing my
head in the toilet or just smacking me upside the head.

i o v wl‘i‘ling clovn this shory the Wiy | :,||:_:I:||,:|.|'|_'!'
111“-., Diecanse el |'|'.|-.-'¢' o Al a1 ity stotters sl ti.'.'l'm, and then
your'd be wondering why yvou're reading a story written by suel)
w refarel,

Do you know what happens to retards on the e

We get beat up.

At Beet cinee & otk

Yep, 1 belong to the Black- Eye-of-the-Month Club.

Sure I want to go outside. Every kid wants to go outside.
But It's safer o &l al home, Sal I:|||.:I.H|_'g. I'r.m,_rl ovinl alosiie i (Y
Tecroomm s read hooks and dreasw cartoons,



Here's one of mie

[ alraor wll the tirme

| draw cartoons of my mother and father; my sister and
_QI:LIll.hrHlﬂn'l’: iy biest Fricncl. |il.l't'--:|:'. and everyl I\..HI:"- elae on
the vex

| draw because wards are too unpredictable.

[ dlmaw becsise words are too limited.

I s h:lll'illh. andd write in English, or Spanish, or Chinese,
or amvy other language, then anly o certain percentage of o
an bednggs will get yvanr meaning,

Bt wdeen Yo clrmw n picture, |"'.T"r:.'|||:|'|:l.' o amibesrstand it

I T deww w cswrtoon of o Beover, hen everny mumn, sz,
and child in the world can look at it and sav. “That's a

flmaer.”

=



S Tl becanse T want to tulk to thee workd, And 1 want
the world to pav attention to me.

I lee]l important with a pen in my hand. 1 loel Tike 1 might
grony up to he somebody important. An artist. Mayvbe a famous
artist. :"-|'.|_'| b a rich artist.

That's the ull]fn waw | can becomse rich and famons,

Jrust take a lonk at the worldl Almost all of the rieh and Fa
LIRS IITII"I'-'II II':":II:II.' Ares il.l'li"‘l"i. l.I.|||I:':\..|'I.' "iill?-_':': ™= il.lll; |1|'||:l|'."i a'l'lll]
writers and damcers and divectors and roeets

S0 1 e beegimse [ Feel like it r||i:_f|'.|: Fpex T anly real
chance to escape the reservation,

I think the world is a series of broken dames and Hoods. and
vy cartoons are tiny little likeboats,
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